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Dear Sir / Madam,
We are a research team from the University of Oxford. We are studying how patients
like yourself, and doctors, make decisions about whether or not major surgery is the
right option for them. This study is part of a very large research programme, funded
by the National Institute of Health Research, designed to make it easier for patients
and doctors to arrive at the best decision possible about surgery.
The research is led by a professor and conducted by trained researchers. We want to
hold focus groups for people like yourself who have had, or declined, major surgery
within the past 12 months.
You do not have to agree to take part in this research. If you decline, it will not affect
your future care. If you wish to take part, but do not feel able to attend the focus
group yourself because of your health, you can invite a close relative or carer to
participate on your behalf.
You do not need to make a decision straight away. You have received this letter,
along with a copy of our information sheet, because you have expressed an interest in
participating in the research. You have agreed that the clinical team can pass your
contact details to the research team who will be in touch with you in the next 7 days.
If you are happy to talk with us then we will can discuss the research with you and
answer any questions that you have about the research and what your participation
would mean. You will not need to decide straight away. We encourage you to discuss
the research with family and friends, and/or one of your clinicians.
Thank you for your consideration.

Professor Sara Shaw
(Professor in charge of this research study)
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